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The book, under review, is a collection of 15 articles published before by
Sarma in well known scholarly journals. The name is coined since it relates to the
description and analysis of two categories of instruments—the instruments as
described in traditional Indian texts and miniature paintings along with his plan for
the preparation of a catalogue emphasizing its importance, and the others on
instruments available in original or prototypes, received from other cultures, and
found deposited, studied or used in India during pre-modern times .

First article contains an excellent account of his first hand survey of these
instruments, made in connection to his plan for catalogue in preparation, in private
and public collections in India and also his systematic checking of catalogues on
instruments in US and UK and personal visit to some of these centres for overall
impression. The survey covers instruments like water clocks (out-flow and sinking
bowl types), sun dials (vertical, horizontal, equinoctial , column and other types),
sand clocks (calibrated in ghatis or hours), quadrants (Sanskrit or Indo-Persian),
armillary spheres (Sanskrit or Indo-Persian), astrolabes (Sanskrit or Indo-Persian
for a single or more latitudes), globes (Sanskrit or Indo-Persian) and other
astronomical instruments. In addition he has drawn attention to some of the
important specimens of water clocks, gnomons, quadrants, astrolabes, globes etc
and tried to focus on their makes, makers with family details and other features
connected with the instruments.

Two articles (Nos.2 & 3) are devoted to details of astronomical instruments
as described by Brahmagupta in his Brahmasphutasiddhanta (628 AD). They
contain a list of ten instruments viz. sartku (gnomon), ghatika (clepsydra measuring
24 minutes or 1/60" part of a civil day), cakra (circular), dhanus (semi-circular),
turyagola (quadrant), kapala (semi-circular instrument placed horizontally),



